Absentee Voting in
Wisconsin




Introductions



Who are Wisconsin Absentee
Voters?

. Anty %ualified elector of this state who registers* may
vote by absentee ballot (Wis. Stat. §6.20?

- Any qualified elector who is unable or unwilling to
appear at the polling place on Election Day ma
request an absentee ballot (Wis. Stat. §6. 5(1))y

*Military voters do no have to register to vote absentee



WI Absentee Voting — By Mail

Percent of Ballots Cast by Mail




WI Absentee Voting — General Elections

Voting in General Elections
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How is Absentee Voting Secure?

» Voter registration

Checking

: "I“/?“I Wisconsin Elections Toolkit:
S the Ballot

‘ + Life Cycle of a Ballot

-]

* Only
lawfully issued get
counted

» Municipal clerks are
the gatekeepers

e Public data and voter
engagement

* Pollbooks, canvass,
and certification

ballots that were s

Getting on
the Ballot

Candidates qualify through
the nomination and
primary processes.

5 Absentee
voting

Municipal clerks send absentee ballots
to voters who request them.

Voters vote them and mail or otherwise
return them to the clerk’s office.

In-Person /0.9
d_" Absentee -
Voting
Beginning 14 days before

the election, voters may go to

the municipal clerk’s office to ﬂ
request, vote, and submit

their absentee ballots.

—7%

* oAk
*ohk ok ok

VOTE
HERE

On Election Day, ballots are
requested and voted in person

County clerks

submit their ballot
templates to the
Commission for review.

l_"'. e Approved ballots
LBy go to print.
T [=n
| |

° 0
Hhiss

¢
Ballots are delivered
to counties who distribute
them to the municipalities.

All ballots received by 8pm

on Election Day are counted.

This may take a while in large
municipalities, so unofficial results
based on ballot count for large
elections may not be posted until
the following day.

Once counted, voted ballots
are secured by the municipal
clerk’s office and submitted to

by registered voters. Clerks begin the county for another round of

to count absentee ballots.

verification before storing them
for the amount of time required
by state statute.




WI Election Officials Roles

WEC

* Provide training &
guidance to clerks

« Assist voters

* Ensure, track, & report
compllonce with federal
law

e Liaise with clerks, voters
USPS, 3@ Porty g?roups to
a pomt ederal govt

County

» Order & distribute ballot
materials

« Act as WV providers, in
some cases

Municipality

» Process registration and
Ballot applications

» Send ballot materials in a
timely manner

 Track ballot disposition &
report to WEC
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Federal & State
Ballot Request
Forms




Federal Ballot
Request Forms

Federal Post Card Application
(FPcA)

- May be used for registration
and/or ballot application

« Must be mailed for registration

« May be emailed for ballot
request

Federal Write-in Ballot (FWAB)

« May be used for ballot request
& as a ballot

« Official ballot must be sent
upon receipt

« |f used as a ballot & official

ballot is not received, remake at

polls

Voter Registration and
Absentee Ballot Request

O 1am on acti

This form is for i d Service bers,
their families, and citizens residing outside the United
States. It is used to register to vote, request an
absentee ballot, and update your contact information.
See your state's guidelines at FVAP.gov.

spousa or dep:

] Iama
] Tama
O lama

First name
Middle name

= rity Number

2. What is your addr:

Your vating materials wil
ad
, tovm, village
County

3. Where are you now?

Your mailing : (D

4. What is your contact

Provide the country code
Email:
Altemnate email:

(=]

6. What additional info

Puerto Rico and Verment
use thi t

7. You must read and si
1 swear or affirm, unde

O Mr. [0 Miss

Official Backup Ballot

Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB)

applicabl
Birth dats (MM/DD/YYYY)

Driver’s license o ate 1D

Have you already registered and
requested an absentee ballot?

Some states allow you to use this form to register and
ballots for future elections. Visit FVAP.gov for more details.

Voter Information
Federal Writ (FWaAB)

for instructios

duty in the Unif
itizen i ide the country
de the countn ent to return

de the country din th

Birth date (MM/DDY/ i

Driver's license or

2. What is your U.5. voling residence address?

will not be sent to this addres: uc n the other side of form.
Apt #
City, towmn, village -
County —

3. Where are you now? You MUST give your CURRENT address to receive your voting mate

Your mailing address. (| L g ) Your mail forw differant from mailing addr

4. What is your contact information? This is so election officials can reach you about your request.

Provide the country code and are with your phone and fax number. Do not use a Defen: itched Network (DSN) number.,
Email: Phona:

Altemnate email: Fax:

fl 5. What are your preferences for future elections?

O Mail
O Email or onli

6. What additional information must you provide?
; Alaska, Virgini

Alabama requires bwo n
: Additional state guidslin

mare inform:

7. You must read and sign this statement.

Vote by wri

ng the NAME or PARTY of the

candidates you choose. To find out about
specific federal candidates and races go to

Political party




(Municipal Gierk) f n-person

Wisconsin Application for Absentee Ballot

et s st i @- WI Ballot Req uest Forms

Detailed instructions for completion are on the back of this form. Return this form to your municipal clerk when Durrpleted
* You must be registered to vote before you can receive an absentee ballot. You can confirm your voter registration at hips

VOTER INFORMATION

Mum-:pallly

._

Middle Name Date of Birth

F'h ne

P’-‘ dﬂe Hddr’:ss m
é
- Fil in the appropriste dcle —
Q4 Search by Name Q) Search by Address

| PREFER TO RECEIVE MY WISCONSIN

O MAIL Mai

OTEIN

O CLERKS |c Find Update ) Vote Vote
OFFICE My . What's Register Track
My Polling My Name or Absentee By Absentee In
Vater Info On My Ballot To Vote ) My Ballot
Place Address Mail Person
Pl @ NEXT STATEWIDE ELECTION
bs

2026 Spring Election
TEMPORARILY HOSPITAL

() Vcertify that | cannot af Tuesday, April 7, 2026
my agent, pursuant fo !

Agent Last Name

T | AGENT: | cartify that | am
received salely for the ben
and then retumed to the m

Agent Signature X

ASSISTANT DECLARATIO
| certify that the application is made

X Vote Absentee By Where Do I Vote? What's On My Ballot? Register To Vote Track My Ballot
- Mail
VOTER DECLARATION / C
| certify that | am a qualified geclor, §
immediately preceding this election,
ng. Please sign below to:
When is my next local election? You can find your next local election by

21 | Rev 2020-06 | Wisconsin Elec

ABSENTEE VOTING

‘ Wisconsin Election Deadlines

Absentee Ballot Request Form
(EL-121)

- May be emailed
MyVote

- Military can request a ballot
here without registering

. Military & Permanently O/S
voters may select to receive
ballot online and when
ballots are ready, download
the materials from MyVote to
print and mail

Digital ballot materials must be
mailed back to be received by
the clerk by 8 p.m. on Election
Day!



EL-121 WI Ballot Request Form Sectlons Ba I IOt AppliCCltiOl‘\

| PREFER TO RECEIVE MY ABSENTEE BALLOT BY: ' Ancantet ralloie may noe oo fomnanady |10 o neie

Requirements

« Voter name

« Address to senditto

- How to send it (delivery
method; Temp. O/S can't get
ballots online

FPCA & FWAB Ballot Request Form Sections » Photo ID (temp O/S only)

3. Where are you now? You MUST give your CURRENT address to receive your voting materials.
Your mailing address. (Different from abowe) Your arding address. (If different from mailing addre:

Remember, a voter other than a
et e g military voter must be registered
" to receive a ballot. Military must

provide DOB, if not registered.



WisVote/MyVote Reminders

Absentee Requests & Ballots

- Remember to check Pending
Absentee Applications view

» Accept or Decline as needed

- Email notification of request
will include voter type in
subject line

noreply WECUAT@wi.gov

Absentee Ballot Request - Military - McVoterson, Johnathon

An absentee ballot request has been received from MyWote from a voter in your municipality!

- If ballot is not ready online at
time of request, no email is
sent to voter when it is.

Absentee tracking

» All updates in WisVote will
appear on MyVote site

» Includes IMB tracking info

« Can notify voter of issues with
a returned ballot

Absentee
request
submitted
Jan 17, 2024

Absentee
request
approved
Jan 17, 2024

Preparing your
absentee
ballot
Jan 22, 2024

Absentee
ballot sent
Jan 22, 2024

Please contact
your clerk to
resolve an
issue with your
ballot.

*Deactivated ballots cannot be tracked on

MyVote!
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State & Federal
Absentee Ballot
Certificates &
Ballots




What are you Sending & Receiving?

Clerks Mail to Voters Voters Mail to Clerks

Inside Election Mail * Return Envelope*
Envelope . Ballot

* Ballot

 Return Certificate

*may or may not have

Envelope certificate on outside

e Instructions



bsentee Certificate Envelopes

Official Absentee Ballot Certificate & Application

ioetion oo | mmydd) vy

Marme (Last, T, Middie)

Strut Addriess.
County City
State op Ward Al Dt

\IO'I'EI! must :empll:tc this part
,'2 the penaliies lor folse stotemants of
:lm.lu',um{n_] that:
o o resident of L word of of the aidermanis distect of he
municipolity in the county of the siole of Wisconsin indicated herean
OR | o entifled ko vote in the wond or oldermaonic district ot tha
whclion ndicoted hesecn
= 1@ Pk VoLing Of Gy olned koootion in This election
= I am uiable of urrwiling Lo oppear 31 thie polEng ploce in L waed on
Election Doy, of | have chonged my resioence within the state from
ore wand [ anciier lees (han 28 days before the eleciion
= | disployed tha bolel unmadksd o e withess and in Us presencs of
moh‘llp-mmurbd the oiled and enclosed ared sealed it in this
N @ manies that io onde Bul mysell and an ossislant undes
tu‘! S, if | reqquBsled 3 aRcE could know haw | valed
= I requesLed (his Balol end ihi i the orgingl of & copy of That neguest

X
Vater Signoture

of }
c:manmvawnm&awnpmmmumummmu
shgned the veer s Rorn ol She dinecsion ond ecpest of e veler

1 b irchie i n.nqmlemmlmmuu
staternents of Wis, $tot. § 2,80 (1)(b), certify that
+ 1arm on oot 1.5 citipan
= Th above slatements ore tres ond the
voling procedure was executed o sioted
= |arn nol o condidate foe ony offics on
e erclosed baliol [excepd in the case
of on Incumbent municipol clerk ).
WITHESS 1 i not soficll of advise [he slclor (o vole
REQUIRED far or against any condidate or measune

X
Winess Signature

official Absentee Ballot Certificate & Application

CLERK oe DEPUTY R0l T
|n|u'q||“ EEl rrict POUreepinerment

CLERK or VOTER must complete this part
\luhrlnl‘nnmtlnrl
ity Hmma:

Tiection Bote (mmjad vyl

Villago Narra;
_|Terwin Mar:
Marme {Last, Fust, Middio)

Stroot Addross

counity city

state F ward AL Dist

|mumdwmuumummauﬂaalﬂ

T in Lha counly of the stale of Wisconsin indicaled hemon
O | arm enlilld Lo vole in (e ward of oldermanic district al e
wioction indicated heseon

= 1am not voling of any olher loootion in this slestion
= 1o undlbie of L]
illubn Dﬂ'( ulhmirg'-ur@rdrrzq' Wwﬂﬂ?\" iul.tl'rurn

'IWWMWMWMIMmWM
no othas mmdmmmmndmmnﬂlhw:
ﬂmlmmhﬂm-—llurﬁunuﬂﬂndm
5 687 !J.Iflruqunl.'dmhnmq.oo knomw how | valed
= Hrequested (his Baliol ond ihis i the orginel or o copy of thal reguest

Official Absentee Ballot Certificate & Application
TR Tl woeer exempt from
R

i I CLERK or VOTER must complete this part
Voter Information P

Elesction Done (i ot vyl

City Hama:
Willoge Namm:
Tewn Marme:

Harre (Lost, First, Middie)

Stroot Addross
County Clty
State Iip Ward A Dist

2 VOTER must complete this part
wubject ummmm
4 dnmtlnﬂrjtﬁn

X i S A
|mmmmnmnmmmmunmmmn
L ond recpesi of B woler
Ansistont signatre

WITNESS must complete this part
'3 I the undersigned witnoss, sul tio tho Fties for

!uh-mmmnmh.mn 12.80(1){b), cortify that:
« T ol kot 16 yeors old
+ Tha above staiements o true and ihe
voling proceduns was srecuted o8 stated
vlwmtnmlwhlwwm<:n

the enclosed [uclplhm’ew
of on incumbant msnici
WITMESS . | 44 o soliclt or odviss the elector to vote
REQUIRID for or @gainst ary candidate of measure
X
‘Witnass Signaturs

UOTiR must complete this part
12 tha penalties bor bolie Motements of
Qm P

= | T O Pessent of T Wiord o Of that mnmmmasm
ST b Bon.

| E3Pn et wertingg o vy oAner looomion 11 0 AreeT [ Pl 0N e
In this et on onsister unoer & 6.87
| e el o urrlling B (8 M1 necpusitod aeinone, o
i e jploce n e word on ey vy | wobedl
Frocson Doy, o | e ePorged my o recptiroal s Relot o this e
T vt the S TTon o T OF O SOy Of I TR
Votar Signature
Certificition of

Amletont (if appiiconis)
1 ety Ut The veter [ uncbl 5 wor Bhelr fame diie b & SRcEly and that |
#gnad th voser's nGra e S cirecSion ond ncues of Bha voter

L

3 SVD must complete this part

Iﬂuwldwdglu -Ahﬂl-u-mlhlluldﬂ
Wiz, Stert. § 12,60 (1)), ewrtily that:
+71 o o et U, cen "1 A et REAEA G OB Th skctor
* lomnococoncmator oy ofics o VOuR for of ogcanat oy conakoios
bailot O MBOsr.

e come of o incunnient municipal i furher cenify Thon e ronne ond.
lerk]. N Of 110 V0L I CONTICT 025 Showen

X X
Daputy #1 Signoture Doputy #2 Signoture
Deputy #1 Printod Hama Boputy 12 Printed Hama

g-lmmmm{mmr. gﬂm (Mumitar,




Official Absentee Ballot Certificate & Application

CLERK or DEPUTY Voter exempt from or MILITARY & OVERSEAS

Initial Here >> met POl requirement
STEP 1 - CLERK or VOTER must complete this part

Voter Information Election Date
(mmiddiyyyy): 1115 /2024
O City Name: Ballot Type:
O Village Name: CITY OF MADISON - DANE COUNTY
OTown Name:

Name (Last, First, Middle) Mailing ID: 9295564

voter. ma (N AR
Street Address Efan o

201 W Washington Ave Fax: N

County City Ballot Style: MMSD Schools
DANE COUNTY MADISON

State Zip Ward Ald. Dist

Wi 53715 City of Madison - Ward 73

STEP 2 - VOTER must complete this part ‘

| certify, subject to the penalties for false statements of Wis. Stat. § 12.60(1)(b), that:

+ | am aresident of the ward or of the aldermanic district of the municipality in the county of the state of Wisconsin indicated hereon
OR | am entitled to vote in the ward or aldermanic district at the election indicated hereon

+ lamnot voting at any other location in this election

+ |l amunable or unwilling to appear at the polling place in the ward on Election Day, or | have changed my residence within the
state from one ward to another less than 28 days before the election

+ | displayed the ballot unmarked to the witness and in the presence of no other person marked the ballot and enclosed and sealed
itin this envelope in a manner that no one but myself and an assistant under s. 6.87 (5), if | requested assistance, could know
how | voted

* |requested this ballot and this is the original or a copy of that request

Voter Signature Date of Birth
(mm/ddiyyyy) /1 /L

Certifi n of ant ch
the un;

| certify! sil ility al t | si otel t thi and req| of the
voter

Assistance Signature

I the undersigned witness, subject to the penalties for false statements of Wis. Stat. § 12.60(1 erti
* lamatleast 18 years ol
¢ The above statements a|
+ lamnot a candidate for i cipal clerk).
¢ | didnot solicit or advise| 3

Witness Signature

Witness Printed Name

Witness Address (Number, Street Name, City)

' Variations of the 122M Certificate

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION/CERTIFICATION

Note: With certain exceptions, an elector who mails or personally defivers an absentee ballot to the municipal clerk at an efection is not
permittad to vote in person at the same election on Efection Day. Wis. Stat. § 6.86(6)

Voter: Complete the information belowand sign the certification in the presence of a witness who must also sign.

08/17/2025 CITY OF MADISON - DANE COUNTY Mailing Id: 3443718

CITY OF MADISON - DANE COUNTY - WD-051

ma Voter
201 W Washington Ave Unit 303 Madison, Wi53703

CERTIFICATION OF VOTER (Required!)

fcertify, subject to the penalties for false statements of Wis. Stat. § 12.80(1)(b), that:

s lam a resident of the ward or of the aldermanic district of the municipality in the county of the state of Wisconsin
indicated hereon OR lam entitied to vote inthe ward or aldermanic district at the election indicated hereon

lam not voting at any other location in this election

lam unable or unwilling to appear at the polling place in the ward on Election Day, or I have changed my residence
within the state from one ward to another less than 28 days before the election

Idisplayed the ballot unmarked to the witness and in the presence of no other person marked the ballot and enclosed
and sealed itinthis envelope in a manner that no one but myself and an assistant under s. 8.87 (5), if I requested
assistance, could know how | voted

s |requested this ballot and this is the original or a copy of that request

Voter Signature Date Of Birth (mm/ddiyyyy)

Certification of Assistant (if applicable)

1 certify that the voter is unable to sign their name due to a disability and that | signed the voter's name at the dire and
request of the

the undersigned witness, subject to the penalties for false Statemems of Wis. Stat. § 12.60(1)(b), certify that

Ho ipal clerk).
ror

Witness Signature

e lam atleast 18 years
¢ The above statementy
°
.

lam not a candidate)
Idid not solicit or ad!

Witness Printed Name

Witness Address (Number, Street Name, City)




Instructions for Voters

 Most voters receive the EL-128 (Standard Uniform Instructions) from

you.
« There are variations based on who the voter is and how they are

receiving their materials.
« Uniform Instructions are prescribed by the Commission and mustn't

be changed!
« Federal instructions are provided with federal forms but voters don't

always follow instructions.




e e e TR T R

Fr
I o t a n (Your name and mailing address.)
LY s 7 7

Neio - fe P e AT .-"‘.‘/'("

Envelope in i oo

International airmail postage is required if not mailed using the

U.S. Postal Service, APO.."FPD!DPO system, or diplomatic pouch.

o
t e M a I a n I have enclosed my ballot for *hl‘-'é_'%'/.@felection.
MM TYYY
00

It doesn’t look like
anything I've ever
seen before.

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL

AN P TR T

It doesn’'t have
anything on the
outside that tells me
whatis inside but |
think it might be a
ballot.




FWAB as a Ballot

« Will likely be handwritten

- If page 1 (application) is
complete, send official
ballot.

e If official ballot is
returned, count that.

- If official ballot is not
returned AND page 1 has
all required certificate

information, remake FWAB

onto official ballot.

Vote by writing the NAME or PARTY of the
candidates you choose. To find out about
specific federal candidates and races go to
FVAP.gov.

Official Backup Ballot
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAE)

Print clearly in blue or black ink.

Instructions

* The FWAB is intended to serve as a backup ballot. It can be used to vote for federal offices. Refer to your state or
local election official for any special ballot instructions (e.g., instant runoff voting or ranked choice woting).

» State laws vary on the use of the FWAB for state and local contests. Leam more online at FVAP.gov.

* DO MOT write your name or any identifying number (SSN, driver’s license) on this ballot.

» If you are voting in American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands, you may vote for Delegate or
Resident Commissioner, and in presidential primaries.

* Photocopy this page if you require additional room for candidates or ballet initiatives.

President and Vice President

U.5. Senator

U. 5. Representative, Delegate, or
Resident Commissioner to Congress

Office Candidate name

Political party

Ballot initiatives or other items

Standard Form 186 (Rev.01-2023), OMB No. 0704-0502



Updates to
Guidance
& Election Day




New! What to watch for on Election Day

Permanently Overseas voters

in person Military voters in person

« Will have an "Overseas’ « Will have a "Military Must
notation in the poll book; RGSTR" notation in the poll
must complete a full book if they have not
registration with POR provided POR; must register

All voters must vote from the polling place that serves their Wisconsin
residence & must present photo ID to get a ballot when voting in person.



Key takeaway:

UOCAVA protections and privileges only
apply to absentee voting (including IPAV).
On Election Day, in person, all voters are

treated the samel!



Questions for WEC?



Central Wisconsin Conference
Election Mail Update

Adrienne Marshall — Director Election and Gov’t
Mail Services

October 1, 2025

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE @




ELECTION & GOVERNMENT MAIL SERVICES

Director of Election & Government Mail Services
Adrienne Marshall

Manager, Policy & Strategy Election & Govt. Mail Specialist Election & Govt. Mail Specialist Election & Govt. Mail Specialist
Matt Connelly Lisa Del Rio Jerod Siddle Daniel A. Garcia
ATLANTIC AREA & CENTRAL AREA & SOUTHERN AREA &
PROCESSING DIVISIONS PROCESSING DIVISIONS PROCESSING DIVISIONS

Election & Govt. Mail Specialist

Steven J. Carter

WESTPAC AREA &
PROCESSING DIVISIONS

Election & Govt. Mail Specialist

SolWVAEWES

Election and Govt. Mail Specialist

Debra Bogertey

Election and Govt. Mail Specialist
Rose Stevenson

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE » 26




Central

USPS - Areas and Districts Map Jerod Siddle

Atlantic

Jerod.A.Siddle@usps.gov ¢ Lisa Del Rio
WestPac /P /
Steven Carter rd - e

:/ Lisa.Delrio@usps.gov
/
Steven.j.Carter@usps.gov
S Southern
H Daniel Alvillar Garcia
\x.__\\_‘_____b_-_‘r-—-—-\ /_h/\/\

Daniel.alvillargarcia@usps.gov

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE &




USPS - Wisconsin Customer Relations Team

Stan Franke LaVerne Morgan-Hill
Director, Customer Relations Manager Customer Relations
Central Area

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE &



The Postal Service’s Role in the Election Process

The U.S. Postal Service is responsible for processing, transporting, and delivering the nation’s
Election Mail.

The Postal Service is committed to fulfilling our role in the electoral process when public policy
makers choose to utilize the mail as a part of their election system.

We are proud to provide a secure, efficient, and effective way for citizens to participate in
elections when election officials choose to use the mail as part of the voting process.

We employ a robust and proven process to ensure proper handling of all Election Mail, including
ballots.

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

L2 POSTAL SERVICE &



Our Message to Voters Opting to Use the Mail to Cast a Ballot

If you are eligible to vote by mail and choose to do so, you should plan ahead to give yourself enough
time to complete and return your ballot by your state’s deadlines.

Be sure to know your state’s requirements and recommendations on receiving a blank ballot and
mailing your completed ballot

Mail your completed ballot before Election Day, and at least one week before the deadline by which
your completed ballot must be received by your local election official. Some states may recommend
allowing even more time for mailing completed ballots.

A voter can ensure that a postmark is applied to his or her return ballot by visiting a Postal
Service retail office and requesting a postmark from a retail associate when dropping off the
ballot

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

L2 POSTAL SERVICE &



Recent Updates

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE &



Service Standard Refinements

Legacy Process Current and Future Process

Drop off

Delivery

Combined
Separate Drop Offand
Drop Offand Pick Up
PickUp

Qutgoing ~ Return :
I Delivery G55

Unit

UNITED STATES 32

POSTAL SERVICE »



Postmark Definition

- August 12, 2025 — Proposed rule filed in the Federal Register
Comment Period ended 9/11/2025

Proposed addition to the Domestic Mail Manual (DMM) add Section 608.11 “Postmarks and

Postal Possession.”

This Section will explain that, while the presence of a postmark on a mailpiece confirms
that the Postal Service was in possession of the mailpiece on the date of the postmark’s
inscription, the postmark date does not inherently or necessarily align with the date on
which the Postal Service first took possession of a mailpiece.

In addition, this Section will advise customers of the options available if they want

evidence of the exact date on which the Postal Service first accepted possession of
their mailpiece.

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE &



Upcoming

Sensitive Commercial Information — Do Not Disclose / Attorney-Client Privileged / Attorney Work Product UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE &




Coming in 2026!

* 2026 Election Mail Guide (Kit 600) Published online —January 2026
* Distribution to All State Executives and Local Jurisdiction Administrators — early 2026
* Updated Pub 631 & 632
* STID Finder Tool

» Election Mail Checkbox . G Election Mail
. :@ﬂwﬂ;ﬂ Fostal *
* National Election Mail Day - 2026 National Postal Forum NN
* Phoenix Convention Center, Arizona
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* May 3-6
* MSP- Election Mail Service Provider Training and Certification
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Resources

« USPS Election and Government Mail Services

« USPS Election Mail Frequently Asked Questions
« USPS Voting by Mail Frequently Asked Questions
« USPS Ballot Service Type Identifier Tool

« USPS Service Standard Changes

« USPS Service Standard FAQ
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
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https://postalpro.usps.com/election-ballot-stid-finder
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.usps.com%2Fwhat%2Fstrategic-plans%2Fdelivering-for-america%2Fdetails.htm%23fcps&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.R.Brownlie%40usps.gov%7C8fa5690d86e44bc55c8108ddb7fdab9d%7Cf9aa5788eb334a498ad076101910cac3%7C0%7C0%7C638869022310240291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yCc%2FSjUgUHqEIzTHoDwCYfSKBwEay5WDqsehrkw%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0

Questions?
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Tha n k ycu ! If we didn’t answer your question, come find us on break!
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LAVERNE MORGAN-HILL
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